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GOLDFIELDS EARTHQUAKE RESTORATION FUND 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [9.04 am]: I am pleased to provide members with 
an update on the government’s $5 million Goldfields earthquake restoration fund and to assure members that this 
government is doing everything it can to assist affected owners. Our assistance extended to basing a Heritage 
Council officer in Boulder for two days a week from 13 July to 31 August to provide in-person assistance to 
affected property owners. She now visits when there is a need.  

The first of the funding was provided as emergency relief grants. Nine owners were assisted with the costs of 
minor and immediate repairs to make their buildings safe or to repair damage caused by the earthquake. Grants 
up to the value of $10 000 were available.  

Earthquake restoration grants are designed to return a heritage building to its condition prior to the earthquake 
when costs are not met by an insurer. Ten applications under this fund have been approved. A total of 
$138 924.53 has been provided in funding so far, with approvals being given within two weeks of owners 
providing the necessary documentation. In addition, heritage architects and an engineer, paid for through this 
fund, have been working with owners to provide expert advice on the restoration of their buildings. This 
expertise was not otherwise available locally.  

The Office of Heritage personally contacted owners of 110 buildings in the Burt Street area of Boulder to advise 
them of the assistance available under the fund. Owners of more than 80 of those buildings have registered their 
interest. Many of those owners are still working with their insurers to determine the scope of works and the cost 
of repairs to their buildings. Until this process is complete, it will not be known whether there is a shortfall in 
their insurance coverage and, hence, whether they will need to access the restoration grants. I am hopeful that 
many of these claims will be resolved in the near future.  

I look forward to again visiting Boulder to see a rejuvenated town centre with its history on display through its 
conserved heritage buildings.  
 


